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Attachment B

SELECTED REQUIREMENTS ON THE PURCHASE AND
USE OF AUTOMOBILES AND AIRCRAFT BY THE GOVERNMENT

Use. — Govermment-owned automobiles must be used exclusively
for omcial purposes.

"0fficial purposes" do not include transportation from home to
office, except (a) for medical officers on out-patient duty and (b)
for field employees in cases where the head of the department concerned
determines that the character of their duties makes such transportation
necessary.

The restriction on official use does not apply to automobiles for
the official use of the President, the heads of the executive depart-
ments listed in section 1 of title 5, United States Code, ambassadors,
ministers, charges dtaffaires, and other principal diplomatic and
consular officials,

Penalties. — If any officer or employee wilfully uses or author-
izes The use of a passenger motor vehicle for other than official purposes,
the head of the agency concerned is required to ~-—

l. Suspend the offender from duty without compensation for
at least one month, or

2, Suspend the offender from duty without compensation for
a longer period, or

3. Sumarily remove the offender from office.

The use of the second or third penalties is dependent upon a determination
of the head of the agency as to whether they are warranted by the circum-
stances,

Purchase., -- Appropriations (including funds made available under
the Government Corporation Control Act, as amended) may not be used for
the purchase of autamobiles unless so provided in the appropriation itself
or other law. (Such provisions are normally contained in the appropria-
tion Acts, and appear only rarely in other laws.) This restriction on
purchase authority is not applicable to automobiles for the use of the
President, the secretaries to the President, or the heads of the executive
departments listed in section 1 of title 5 of the United States Cods.
However, the restrictions on purchase price are applicable to automobilea
for those officers unless otherwise provided by law, .

Price. — No appropriation may be used to purchase an automobile
at a cost in excess of a limitation specifically established by law.
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The current limitation, applicable to the fiscal year 1954, is $1,400,
which includes all equipment necessary for operation but excludes

transportation costs.

It has been customary to provide higher limitations (usually not

in excess of $4,500) for purchase of limousines for
Cabinet officer, ambassador, or major agency head.

specific use of a

Aircraft. —— The same rules apply to aircraft as to automobiles s
except that (1) specific authority of law is requirdd to operate an

aircraft, and (2) there is no general limitation on
of aircraft.

Hire, -- Specific authority of law is required

the purchase Price

+t0 hire automobiles

and alroraft s to the same extent as 1t is required to purchase them.
The restrictions applicable to use of Government-owned vehicles apply

equally to use of vehicles hired by the Government. .

i Identification. —— In general, Government—owned automobiles mst
use officlal Government tags and display the full name of the ageﬁey or
service in which they are used, together with an official shield a.nd

the legend "For Official Use Only." Exemption from

these requirements has been granted by the General Services Administration

one oOr more of

for vehicles used in law enforcement or in work invalving security con-
siderations, and for vehicles for the personal use gqf the President s his
secretaries, and the heads of the executive departments listed m‘sectlon
1l of title 5 of the United States Code. (See GSA Regulations 1-V-201,

June 1952.)

Law. — Current law on this subject is contained in section' 16(a)
of the hdministrative Expenses Act of 1946, 60 State 810, 5 U.S.C. 78,
and in section 211 of the Federal Property and Admlnistrca.tlve Serv:.ces

Act of 1949, as amended, 6l Stat. 5680, LO U.S.C. LS1l.
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